In a very well-written and appropriate preface, the author indicates the general hearings of his subject. We recommend the concluding remarks' to the special attention of those practitioners who either depreciate the importance of the study of legal medicine, or indulge their indolence in neglecting its cultivation with the hope that they may never be called into a court of law as medical witnesses, or may escape grave responsibility should such an undesired event occur.
The various subjects treated of in the body of the work have been taken up in the order of their importance, and the proportionate space occupied by each has been allotted on the same principle. More than one third of the entire volume is devoted to practical toxicology, which of all departments of medical jurisprudence most frequently puts the knowledge of the medical practitioner into requisition.
In Chap. I. our sition, where he was occasionally fired at by the enemy from the surrounding jungle. The man was one day found severely wounded ; the calf of his leg was greatly torn, the whole charge of a musket having passed through it. He attributed the wound to a shot from the enemy, but, from the skin of the leg being completely blackened by charcoal, it was clear that it must have arisen from the discharge of his own musket. He had inflicted this wound upon himself, in order to obtain a discharge from the regiment. These examples then show, that both the dress and skin of a person who has received a gun-shot wound should be closely examined. The result may be, that the statement given of the mode in which it was received, will be entirely disproved. The case of M. Peytel, tried in France, in September 1839, presents many points of great interest in relation to the medical jurisprudence of gun-shot wounds. This gentleman was travelling in a carriage, in company with his wife and attended by a man-servant. The wife and the man-servant were found dead, on the road, and the account given by M. Peytel, was, that the servant had discharged a pistol into the carriage, and shot his wife, and he had afterwards pursued and killed him. The facts, however, were so suspicious against M. Peytel, that he was charged with the double murder. From an examination of the body of the wife, it appeared that there were two pistol wounds in the face, which had most probably been produced by two separate pistols. The 
